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patience and respect the prohibition against them. They should
try to educate public opinion. They should see the priest and
talk with him respectfully. They should plead with the mahajan
of their community, but, so long as a majority of the mahajan has
not come round, it would be best for them to respect the prohi-
bition. If public opinion is against. the prohibition, one may
disregard it after respectfully informing the authorities of one's
intention to do so.

I would respectfully submit to the priests that, if they
want to become and remain protectors of religion, they should
wake up. If, in violation of divine laws, they insist on building
walls of superstition and evil, they will not survive long. I believe
that, being myself a child, however weak, of the Vallabha sect1, I
have a right to say this. The hereditary seat of honour which they
occupy is in danger. I do not want them to cherish un-
touchability and become untouchables themselves. The idea of
untouchability as it is practised today has no place either in the
Bhagavata or in the Gita or in the Vedas or in the Upanishads.
Why, it is not even honoured in practice. Vaishnavas of their own
free will touch people who are regarded as untouchables when
their business makes it necessary for them to do so. The law does
not recognize untouchability. When Vaishnavas go to courts and
mills, they touch the untouchables and eat, and even go to have-
Us, without first taking a bath. To keep up this idea of untouch-
ability which has ceased to be followed in practice just in order
to harass and show our contempt for the men and women who
are regarded as untouchables is neither commonsense nor far-
sightedness, neither- spiritual knowledge nor decency. I describe
myself as a Vaishnava because I believe that Vaishnavism has a place
for all these virtues. In my opinion, the Vaishnava way of life
had its very origin in compassion, in spiritual knowledge and in the
desire to purify the fallen. I see this in Bengal. What Vallabha-
charya achieved in the western part, Ghaitanya2 did in the
eastern. In Bengal Chaitanya lifted up thousands of peoples
who were regarded as untouchables. He weakened the hold of the
idea over people's minds and today untouchability is practised
in Bengal in a very mild form. The idea of being defiled by touch
is altogether unknown there. Untouchability as practised in
Bengal only means not accepting water from the "untouchables'3

1  Vaishnava cult founded by Vallabhacharya, 15th-16th century

2 1485-1533; a Hindu religious reformer who created a casteless society
of Vaishnavas in Bengal and Orissa which afforded asylum to low-caste Hindus